
Thank you for your interest in participating in the beta testing of the Home Health 
Grouper for the CMS Home Health Prospective Payment System. 
 

The Beta Process 
Approximately fifteen (15) business days prior to each general release, you will be 
provided with a beta test package. This will be distributed to a designated recipient of 
your choice via a downloadable web “drop box” hosted by 3M. The designated recipient 
will be required to supply a contact e-mail address. 
 
During the annual release cycle intermediate version changes may be made available to 
beta testers for review. There is no requirement to test these versions in order to retain 
beta site status however the requirement for confidentiality surrounding intermediate 
versions is essential. 
  

Expectations 
Upon receipt of the beta package, you will be expected to: 
 
• Test the application by running several hundred assessments through the software; 

there should be adequate representation of all documented changes implemented 
for the update 

 
• Analyze the output from the HH Grouper in the return buffers for a reduced sample of 

assessments, specifically: 
- From the reduced sample select 5-10 records from each of the 5 Grouping Steps  
- Manually confirm that the grouper output (HIPPS codes and validation Flags) 

match the manual calculations 
 
• Complete testing and report on your findings within 10-days of having the beta 

release made available. 
 

Communication 
During beta testing communication needs to be immediate and direct.  

• The designated contact will be expected to communicate with 3M if any problems 
are identified in the installation or application testing, or if any questions or 
comments arise during the beta testing. 

 

• 3M Contact names, e-mail addresses and phone numbers will be provided to 
beta test designees with each distribution of the web drop box. 

 
• At the conclusion of testing, a summary of the testing results is requested.  

 
 



Confidentiality 
Software and information will be released to you for HH Grouper beta testing before 
being released by CMS to the general public.  With the exception of your designated 
contact at 3M, this material may not be discussed with, or distributed to anyone outside 
of your organization. To prevent unauthorized release, access to this information within 
your organization should be limited to individuals who are directly involved in the beta 
testing.  


	The Beta Process
	Expectations
	Communication
	 3M Contact names, e-mail addresses and phone numbers will be provided to beta test designees with each distribution of the web drop box.
	Confidentiality

